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THE WEB IS EPHEMERAL 



Pebbles around a hole, Kinagashima-Cho, Japan (1987). Photo by Andy Goldsworthy

”If we don’t find a solution, our 21st century will become an information 
black hole, and future centuries will wonder about us.” –Vint Cerf



OVERVIEW

Brief history of NYARC’s path to capturing born digital art 
resources for research and scholarship 

Challenges and lessons learned along the way

The Path Forward (Recent developments)

Words of encouragement

…and plenty of metadata along the way



https://www.nyarc.org/



Art libraries collect the “long tail” of art history

• Auction catalogs

• Gallery and Dealers’ catalogs and archives

• Artists’ society publications

• Artists’ letters and manuscripts

• Works of art, prints, photographs, scrapbooks

• Trade catalogs and pouchoirs

• Illustrated books and botanicals

• “Artists’ files”

• Catalogs of private and public art collections

• Exhibition invitations

• Rare books

• Arts periodicals





Capturing born-digital content from auction house websites
2010 Pilot Project with Archive-It 

Sean Leahy, Pratt MLIS Student Intern, Principal Investigator



2013 PLANNING GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS

• Use Archive-It as the web archiving tool 

• Plan incremental growth of collection 

• Develop an open nominations tool

• Establish a permissions framework

• Join the National Digital Stewardship Alliance (NDSA)

• Look for ways to further automate metadata creation

• Enlist students into the program, especially for quality assurance

• Collaborate, Collaborate, Collaborate



MAKING THE BLACK HOLE GRAY: PROJECT OBJECTIVES
MELLON GRANT 2013-2015

• Implement a program to capture, make accessible, and 
preserve websites that extend the NYARC collection 
strengths

• Harvest and catalog approximately 2 TB of WARC (Web 
ARChive file format) files from art-related websites 

• Implement Discovery Layer access to web collections

• Develop new core skills for catalogers

• Document workflows  

• Develop and share best practices with the community





Andy Goldsworthy, Icicles and Wall, Scaur Glen, Dumfriesshire, 2001
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Web Archiving
~ of ~

Art Resources

Pratt Institute Fellowship, 2017-2018

Carissa Pfeiffer & Anamaria Guzman



Description and Access

Andy Goldsworthy, Woven branch arch, (1986)



Describing Web Resources



Version 2 coming soon!







Takes you to live search of AI 



NYARC Web Collections Discoverable in:

• WorldCat 

• Arcade 

• NYARC Discovery 

• ARCHIVE-IT 

• Wayback Machine 

• Memento Time Travel 



Andy Goldsworthy, Passage, 2014-2105, Private Collectioni (courtesy of Galerie Lelong)



Metadata Transfer from OCLC to Archive-It

Archive-It view BEFORE Voila!  Archive-It view AFTER



Partnerships and Initiatives

• Archive-It

• OCLC

• Webrecorder/Rhizome

• Old Dominion University

• Cobweb

• IMLS Grant
Andy Goldsworthy, Stone Sea, 2012 (Courtesy of Galerie Lelong)



Opportunities

• Extend our expertise

• Build collections

• Influence systems 
development

• Rethink our processes

• Sustain our mission

Andy Goldsworthy, Japanese Maple, Ouchiyama-Mura, Japan, November 21-22, 1987



NYARC Web Archiving FAQ
https://www.nyarc.org/content/faq-web-archiving

NYARC WIKI
https://sites.google.com/site/nyarc3/web-archiving

OCLC RLP Web Archiving Metadata Working Group
https://www.oclc.org/research/themes/research-collections/wam.html

COBWEB: https://www.cdlib.org/services/cobweb/

IA and NYARC IMLS grant
https://www.imls.gov/grants/awarded/lg-88-18-0069-18

https://www.nyarc.org/content/faq-web-archiving
https://sites.google.com/site/nyarc3/web-archiving
https://www.oclc.org/research/themes/research-collections/wam.html
https://www.cdlib.org/services/cobweb/
https://www.imls.gov/grants/awarded/lg-88-18-0069-18


Thank you

Special thanks to

NYARC Colleagues

Sumitra Duncan

Lily Pregill

Jefferson Bailey

Rebecca Guenther

A.W. Mellon Foundation

Pratt I-School Fellows

IMLS

Brewster Kahle

Andy Goldsworthy

THANK YOU!


